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Collaborative learning

Aims

• Collaborative learning

• Effect on the classroom

• Competencies in and out of the EFL classroom
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Collaborative learning

What is it not?

It’s not:

competitive
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Collaborative learning

What is it not?

It’s not:

controlled activities
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Collaborative learning

What is it not?

It’s not:

teacher-centred
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Collaborative learning

What is it not?

Collaborative learning is therefore NOT:

• competitive

• controlled practice

• teacher-centred

• knowledge transfer

• simply a process to get people to work together
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Collaborative learning

What it involves?

It involves:

• group/pair activities

• more open-ended tasks

• responsibility

• explanations

• discussions / suggestions / negotiations

• agreed decisions 

• original idea is improved and refined

• student-led
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Collaborative learning

In the classroom

The role of the teacher becomes one of:

• organiser of supported activities

• coordinator of groups

• monitor of progress

• feeding back and suggesting slight alterations

• guide and facilitator

• assists discovery of knowledge
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Collaborative learning

In the classroom

planetadelibros.com

Thought + 
Language Environment

Vygotsky

Social 
interaction

Scaffolding



10

Collaborative learning

In the classroom

CollaborativeCooperative
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Collaborative learning

In the classroom

CollaborativeCooperative

Ideas

Images

writing
Question Answer Question

Question

Answer

Question

Answer

compare

Jigsaw readingInformation gap
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Collaborative learning

In the classroom

• 10% of what we READ

• 20% of what we HEAR

• 30% of what we SEE

• 50% of what we SEE and HEAR

• 70% of what is DISCUSSED with OTHERS

• 80%  of what is EXPERIENCED PERSONALLY

• 95% of what we TEACH TO SOMEONE ELSE

• - William Glasser, developer of the Choice Theory
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Collaborative learning

In the classroom

Build individual 

knowledge

Cooperative Collaborative

Contribute to one 

final shared goal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZBHSIpMCU0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZBHSIpMCU0
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Collaborative learning

Competencies in and out of the EFL classroom

Employment opportunities involve:

• working in departments and across sections

• sections can be national or international

• technology means working across boundaries is easier

• sharing ideas

• collaboration
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Collaborative learning

Competencies in and out of the EFL classroom

• In the 21st we are no longer teaching students what to 

think, but we are teaching them how to think

• Students need to get qualifications and gain work skills

• Need to work collaboratively in teams to reach goals

Google’s 3-year-study

“studied hundreds of Google teams to figure out why some 

stumbled while others soared.”
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Collaborative learning

Criterion-referenced testing

“There has to be a greater awareness of values. A young 

person should understand cultures, show respect for human 

dignity and be able to objectively analyse information.”

Andreas Schleicher, 2018 
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Collaborative learning

PISA test
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Collaborative learning

PISA Test
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Collaborative learning

Criterion-referenced testing

“criteria will be adjusted to recognise ‘positive learning 

orientations’ such as diligence, curiosity, collaboration and 

enthusiasm in daily lessons and learning activities.”

MoE, Singapore, 2018
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Collaborative learning

Competencies in and out of the EFL classroom

Other skills are developed through collaborative learning:

Respect 

others Experimental

Autonomous
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Collaborative learning

Competencies in and out of the EFL classroom

Communication

Problem 

solving

Decision 

making
Adaptability

Planning

Re-thinking

Trust
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Collaborative learning

Competencies in and out of the EFL classroom

Most of the skills I use in my current job, I developed outside 

of school:
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